THEME: “BORN WITH BENEFITS”

TOPIC: The Benefit of Reconciliation
{Text: Romans 5: 10-14; 2 Corinthians 5: 18-21}
Supporting Scripture: Luke 15: 1-24     
Introduction:
· Have you ever needed to reconcile your checkbook?  If so, you discovered that you either had more debits than credits or vice versa. Therefore, you‘ve reconciled your “differences”.
· Have you ever had “differences” with someone you knew that caused a separation in your   relationship?  If so, was that relationship ever reconciled?
Reconciliation - The bringing together of two parties that are separated or in dispute; restoring a relationship. 
I. The Picture of Reconciliation  (Luke 15: 1-24)
A. The Lost Sheep (vv. 1-7)
1. The Shepard’s Compassion for the Sheep  (vv. 1-5)

2. The Shepard’s Celebration Because of the Sheep  (vv. 6-7)

B. The Lost Coin (vv. 8-10)
1. The Woman’s Persistence for the Coin  (v. 8)
2. The Woman’s Party Because of the Coin  (vv. 9-10)
C. The Lost Son (vv. 11-24)
1. The Son’s Request  (vv. 11-16)
2. The Son’s Repentance  (vv. 17-19)
3. The Son’s Restoration and Celebration  (vv. 20-24)
II. The Power of Reconciliation  (Romans 5: 10-14)

A. The Power to Reconcile Us (vv.  10-11)
B. The Power to Reach Us (vv.  12-14)
III. The  Plan of Reconciliation  (2 Corinthians 5: 18-21)
A. The Person for Our Reconciliation  (v. 18b)

B. The Privilege To Be Ambassadors for Reconciliation  (vv. 18c-20a) 

C. The Plea from God for Reconciliation  (v. 20b)
D. The Perspective for Reconciliation  (v. 21)
Notes:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
